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companions and her teachers, reach-
ed all ears and touched all hearts.

The exercises closed with the de-

livery of the diplomas, and with a
solemn, though genial and affec-

tionate address to the graduating
class from the Rev. Principal, Dr.
J. R. Plummer. Some inconveni-
ence resulted from heavy rain at
the time of dispersal. It was most
good-humord- ly borne, indeed we
saw some young gentlimen who
seemed ejuite willing to be detained
all night in the excellent company
into which they had fallen.

enlightened selfishness. This, how-
ever, was not his scope, his leading
Idea was, not the greatest happiness
either to self or the human race, but
the highest development of all the
faculties which distinguish man
from the lower animals. He started
with the postulate that man alone
of all created beings, (.starts in life
with a predetermined plan, in this
respect more than any other show-
ing himself to be made in God's im-

age, since the universe, which is
God's work shows evidence in every
feature of a predetermined plan.
He then spoke of the pursuits of
wealth, fame, power as exercising
ard developing in their degree the
highest human faculties, and then
went on with the development of
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none of them competent to carry out
his ideas how he turned them ou
and locked the door and went to
work by himself ground his colors,
plied his own brush and spatula and
by his own unaided efforts prexlueed
what has for centuries been a maga-
zine of art from which artists of
every age anel sehexl have ever since
been drawing their inspiration.

He then reminded them that pul-li- c

utility is the condition of public
esteem that even in military af-

fairs those great chieftains alone
secured the gratitude of posterity
whose battles were fought to secure
freedom and constutional rights for
nations. Such men were Leonidas,
Miltiades, Themistocles and Epam-inonda- s,

in Grecian History anel in
our own days in a much more trans-
cendent degree the heroic and im-

maculate Robert E. Lee.
Decision of character was then en-

forced and precipitate commence-
ment without due preparation de-

precated patience in preparation
was inculcated by the observation
that the growth of intellect was like
the growth of plants and animals
brought about by the constant
accretion of minute particles.

Correct habits of thought, and that

some starving unfortunates for
whom their aid Is invoked ; they
are at first disposed to ridicule the
applicants and reject their prayer,
but at the intercession of Laila, are
aided and encouraged and admitted
to a share of their simple banquet.
In the next scene Laila, who has
strayed off from her comrades, is
lost in the woods anel while praying
for aid in her perils, Is aecosted by
a choir of fairies who in the disguise
of beggars, had experienced the
charity of Laila in the first scene;
these at first, beg her to join their
company and live with them, but
she prefers a return to her own peo-

ple which she makes known in the
touching melody of "Home sweet
home." They then consent to lead
her to her companions. The third
and last scene is the reunion. Laila's
companions are grieving for her
loss, when the fairies restore her to
them, and the choral rejoicings and
the crowning of the heroine by the
fairy queen close the operetta. All
this was expressed in simple but
graceful poetry set to expressive
melodies. Too much praise cannot
be given to Miss Baskett, for her ex-

cellent singing and graceful acting
in the character of the heroine, but

for her careful and suc-

cessful training of the youthful choir
who ed with her, whose
fresh young voices and child like
graces, fell like the dew drops of a
summer morning in the hearts of

lieve, soon exercise his great gifts in
a higher cause than any other which
man can embrace, and we earnestly
hope for him a series of those blood-
less victories which the Christian
minister gains with God's help over
moral and spiritual evil. '

Joseph R. West, "Superstition."
Religion based on a principle of ter--

ror rather than love was the essay-
ists definition of the commoner
forms of superstition, those which
have produced the most memorable
effects in the history of nations. He
quoted the bloody rites and ferociems
government ofthe Druids ; the sav-
age wars and relentless persecutions
of the middle ages, all incited by
the more malignant forms of super-stituti- on

to which even princes and
rulers were compelled to submit;
and then pointed out how with ad-

vancing civilization not only did
true religion take the place of su-

perstition, but superstition itself as-

sumed less and less malignant forms.
One of the instances of supersition
was the dogged resistance to the in-

troduction of Christianity offered by
the Aztees in Mexico to Cortez; in
this case we could have wished that
the speaker had balanceel his narra-
tive by a counter statement of the
Trorrtbie barharity of Cortex hi"-U-I-

."

and his companions in his mission-
ary efforts witch-burnin- gs come in
for their share of notice. And his
peroration eloquently described the
fading away of all these baleful ter-
rors before the healing dawn of true
religion.

R.A.Webb: "Truth." Valedicto-
ry. Mr. Webb made that portion
of his address which related to his
chosen subject brief and gave his
main attention to the office of vale-
diction imposed upon him by his

SRPING GOODS!
SPRING GOODS!

We are now ready and have in store a very large assort-
ment ot Spring Goods, consisting of
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Ready-Mad-e Clothing-- ,

HATS & CAPS, BOOTS & SHOES,

NOTIONS,
TRUNKS AND VALISES, &c, &c.

We will sell all leading brands in Bleached and Brown
Domestics at New York factory prices, such as Lonsdale,
Fruit of the Loom, Wamsutta, etc., etc.

Best Calicos, choice styjes, always on hand.
Our Ileady-Mad- e Clothing Department is immense.

We keep a very large stock in Men's, Youths' and Boys'
Suits, and can lit anybody.

Suits from $4 00 up to $50 00 !

We keep an extra assortment of fine Cloth Coals, lino
Black Silk and White Vests, and Black Doeskin Pants,
for wedding purposes.

Also a large stock in Piece Goods, Black Cloths, Black
and Fancy Cassimeres, Cottonades and Jeans, Our Gents'
Furnishing Goods is complete. We have Laundricd and
Unlaundried Shirts by the dozen. Gents' Linen Collar?;
an extra large assortment in half hose. Ladies' Fancy
Neckties, Ladies' 'Silk Handkerchiefs,, Collars and Cull's,
Ladies' Fishues, Ladie' Lace Fishucs, Kuchings. We
have a very large stock of Hamburg Edgings and Insert-ing- s,

which we bought at a late bankrupt sale in New
York, which we-wi- ll sell at astonishingly low prices. We
also have a large assortment in Ladies' and Gents' Kid
Gloves, all shades, colors and sizes. We oiler to the trade
a Black Kid Glove for ladies for the exceedingly low price
of 50 cents. An immense stock of White Goods, Victoria
and J5ishop Lawn, Jackonets and Swiss, very low. A line
assortment in Silk Parasols. Our own make in Ladies',
Misses' and Children's Shoes, Goat and Kid, always on
hand. Buying for several of my houses in very large
quantities for cash exclusively, I can sell cheaper than any
other house this side of Cincinnati. Give me a call, is all
I ask, and I assure the citizens of Clarksville, Montgomery
and adjoining counties that I will do what I say. Don't
forget the place Lieber's Trade Palace and call before
buying elsewhere. New Goods received dail' per express.

SALESMEN :
ALKX. WEILL, UTH. IIAKRIftOX, ('. W. ABELL, JI IJAX MUX.

Very Respectfully,
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those who listened.

GRADUATING CEREMONIES.

President Plummer, while he has
just closed a session highly success-

ful in all respects but one, has been
most unfortunate as regards the
closing ceremonies of the Academy.
Just when the labors of the session
were nearly concluded he was vis-

ited by an epidemic of measles, not
at all malignant in character, but
just severe enough to prevent seve-

ral of the graduates and musical
proficients from participating in the
closing exercises. Two of the grad-

uates rose from their bed of sickness
to read their graduating essays, and
a third was prevented from being
present at the commencement at all.

Uneler these circumstances a de
tailed description of the essays, etc.,
is perhaps better withheld ; some of
them were entirely inaudible
through the physical debility of the
reaelers, anel we can only say that
those which we diil hear were of a
character to make us the more re- -
grret the loss of the others. Among
those which we hearel we will briefly
specify the following :

Miss Cora Sadler : "Be a hero
in the strife." A spirited exhorta-
tion, what we coulel hear ef it, but
the lady was much debilitated. She
claimed that woman, though in a
more restricted sphere than man,
had ample opportunities for hero-

ism.
Miss M. O'Bryam : "EartJi's bat-ti- e

fields." Entirely inaudible.
Miss Carrie Anderson: "My

bark is cast, bid where's the share f"
The natural shrinking from the un-

known was well described, but un-

der elivine guidance, and with that
alone, life's voyage is something
more than an aimless drifting.

Miss Maggie Nolin: "Foot
prints of Time." A picturesque

of ancient ruins ; fulfill-
ment of prophesy was toucheel upon.

Miss Susie Dortcii An inter-
esting history of the Clarksville
Academy well delivered.

Miss Sallie Anderson : "Life
a reality, not a dream." A share of
the realities of life was claimeel fer
women.

Miss Mildred Gardner : "Past,
present and future." Inaudible.

Miss Lou. Atkins: "Power of
music." Essay not delivered on ac-

count of sickness.
Miss L. Poindexter: "Choose."

The necessity of early elecid ing one's
destiny in life, anel carrying it out
with decision.

Miss Mollie Reynolds : " Val-
edictory." This young larly also
had been suffering from sickness,
and had barely attained the stage of
convalescence ; but the warmth and
tenderness of her farewell to her!

Tobacco and

'FASHION !

B. Harrison's Old Stand.

Toilet Soaps,

D. F. WRIGUT, 3L.lt., Editor.
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TERMS t IS AITAKC.

C03ULEXCEXE3T WEEK.

This is our annual Academic
number from which politics is as
much as osibe excluded, and the
commencement celebrations of our
two education institutions made the
leading topic of our columns. So
Blaine may rave and Butler may
sneer, and Secretary Thompson may
search with his dark lantern for the
"new party." which refuses to be-

come visible to the naked eye. Key
may honeyfuggle and intrigue
among his former political com-

rades, repudiation may lift its bra-

zen form ; Czar and and Sultan may
defy each other, Cossack and Bashi
Bazouk may slay and be slain, all
unreproved of us. We take our
stand among the boys; and the rhet-
orical efforts of University and
Academy shall he of more account
with us than the wordy war of
Gladstone and D'Isneli.

This is however somethinbges
our Academical numj.f. it com-
mences the bixty.thlrd year of the
existence f-J- paper it has not
win5s oecn called the ciiroxkxk,

ie name havingbeen temporarily
changed, but the original title was
resumed in 1833, and never since
departed from. If all the back
numbers could be collected, the pa-I- er

would indeed be a Chronicle
of stirring events, extending back
to a period when Tennessee herself
was young and the number of States
in the Union was less than half
wliat it Is at present. May we never
have aught to chronicle but the
prosperity and honor of the grand
old State.

SOUTHWESTERN PRESBYTERIAN
UNIYERSITY.

The Commencement Sermon.

Hkb. xii. 17. For ye know bow that after-
ward, when he would have inherited the

he was rejected for he found no
place of repentance, though he sought it
carefully with tears.

This was the text from whicli the
Rev. Dr. Girardeau preached the
customary sermon on Uie occasion
of conferring diplomas on the grad-
uating class of this institution.

He opened his subject by stating
the universal recognition through-
out the Scriptures of the connection
between sin and suffering. To de-

monstrate this he referred to the
Dispensation of Innocence and the
covenant at the fall ; to the Noachic,
Abrahamic, Mosaic and prophetic
dispensations, and above all that
dispensation of grace in which
they all culminate, which was
manifested in tl'e jerson of Jesus
Christ. Throughout this history
of Divine intervention in man's
destinies he called special attention
to the fact that the connexion be-

tween sin and suffering was recog-
nized as two fold, as punitive or re-

tributive on the one hand and reme-
dial or disciplinary on the other.

He represented it as the tendency
of modem thought contemplate the
latter or remedial purpose of suffer-
ing io me viu.juii ur me uiea of
retribution ; this tendency he spoke
of as withdrawing men's minds in
a ruinous degree from the contem-
plation and recognition of the pres-
ent life as the subject of moral gov-

ernment, and.he very ably combated
the principle, introduced by l'aley
into theology and by Jeremy Ben-tha- m

into moral and HHtical phil-osph- y

known as the "greatest happi-
ness principle." He showed thatthe
view which recognized God as a be-

ing whose one only attribute was
mere benevolence, ami his scheme
of providential government as con-

templating nothing but the exten-
sion of as much happiness as possi-

ble to all, and limited to the pro-
duction of well being in this life, as
iK'ing derogatory to the divine na-

ture and irreconcilable tothe plain-
est facts in revelation and the ob-

served course of nature and he
touched the critical iint of this
error when he said that it consisted
in the of moral evil
as a factintheworId,anditsextirpa-tio- n

and the moral andspiritual ele-

vation of the race as more truly the
great purose of God's government
than anything which can le ade
quately descrilnnl as the principle of
the maximum of happiness. But he
rose to the suhlimest point of Chris-
tian teaching when he recognized
the atoning saeritie of the cross as
the fulfilment of retributive justice,
and at the same time the great rem-
edial agency for the cure of moral
evil.

We cannot follow him here, still
1ss when he proceeded with his
eloquent application of the subject
by tuuehingly exhorting his hearers
to secure an interest in this sacrifice
w hich has drawn on one the bolts of
retributive justice by whicli all must
otherwise have perished. We will
only say that we were reminded of
the pulpit efforts of the great di-

vines of the seventeenth century,
such as Hall and Taylor, South and
Baxter. These men, when they
preached, first laid down some pro-
found moral and spiritual principle
which they tstablished by an argu-
ment constructed with materials
which only profound learning and
various experience could supply,
and then, this foundation laid, com-
mended the subject to the conscien-
ces an 1 emotional nature of their
hearers with an eloquence which
only burning zeal and melting love
could sustain. Such w as the preach-
ing of the 17th century ami we glad-

ly welcome in Dr. Girardeau's ser-

mon a return fo that exalted stand-
ard. May we hear man' more such.

KVEKCJSB5 OP Til K LITERARY SO
CI KT I ICS.

The youthful orators of the Wash-

ington Irving and Stewart Societies

had their innings on Tuesday even-

ing We are uttering no routine
compliment, when we say that the
rhetorical efforts of the speakers

far above the ordinary
were very

aIfter prayer by the Rev. G. W.

tiTs the tirst on the stage was

S' W M. Cox, TheUtleofh s

Ufir, 5Se feared that the speaker

April 11, 1877. A.

The ceremony of presenting them
was performed by the Rev. T. A.
Hoyt, and he prefaced it with a pe-

culiarly genial and sympathetic ad-

dress, in which he showed himself
capable of entering thoroughly into
all the feelings and aspirations of
student life.

We have never seen an audience
better conducted or more thoroughly
en rapixrt with the speakers, and
they were dismissed in an excellent
humor by President Shearer.

ADDRESS OP THE HON. PROCTOR

KXOTT TO THE TWO LITERARY
SOCIETIES.

After prayer by the Rev. R. K.
Brown, this eminent statesman and
orator was introduced to the audi-
ence in a tone of graceful pleasantry
by the Hon. G. A. Henry.

He commenced his address in a
most unassuming manner, premis-
ing that he was addressing students,
and should make it his exclusive
purpose to offer them such encour-
agement as he was able now they
were preparing to enter upon life's
conflict, and suggest to them such
principles of action as he believed
to bethe condition of success We
wish it distinctly understooel that
the abstract we are now about to at-

tempt is not to be taken as in any de-

gree representing the character of the
address; its great merit was the
wealth of illustration poured over
the whole field of investigation and
derived from all sources of litera-
ture, art and science; and these gath-
ered treasures of thought issued forth
in such rapid succession and such ex-

uberant abundance that only a sten-
ographer could do justice to their
richness.

Not having that accomplishment
we are compelled to limit ourselves
to the statement of his leading topics
in their due order, leaving the rest
to the recollection of his hearers.

He began by assuming a noble
ambition in the breasts of his hear-
ers, a yearning for the esteem of
their fellow men; he contended that,
without this universally implanted
principle of action, man would
sink to the level of squirrels and
beavers, whose whole plan of life
was limited to accumulating the
means of subsistence. And of its
existence he had no doubt as this
was omnipresent as a constituent of
humanity. Ambition, he contend-
ed, and love of fame was the inspira-
tion ofthesoldier, thepoet, thestates-ma- n,

and the philosopher, neither
prince nor peasant were without it
and unless it stimulated the art of
the sculptor and the painter we
should lack the breathing marble
anel the glowing canvass, the stu-
dent would slumber over his mid-
night lamp and the artisan work
heedlessly and neglectfully at his
slighted work; the very pick-ptx'k- et

he said was stimulated to skill in his
calling by the admiration of his fellow-

-thieves. Nor was this passion
for men's esteem limited by death ;

the sculptureel tomb-ston- e and the
rhymed epitaph were witnesses of
its survival.

He inferred that the author of our
being would never have implanted
this universal principle without
also supplving the faculties for car-
rying It out; and lie seriously warn- -

eel his young hearers against relying
on anything but the culture of these
faculties for its gratification ; the
ambition which was content with
flattery could never rise above the
vulgar herd.

To encourage this self-cultur- e, he
remarkeel that the difference be-

tween the mental powers of eliffer-e- nt

inelivieluals' was much less than
was generally supposed, and that
varying degrees of culture and ex-

ertion had much more to do with
the unequal success achieved than
any tlilterence in original endow-
ment. The greatest mathematician
elid not probably elevote more in-

tellectual vigor to his last anel most
abstruse calculations that he had
given in his childhood to the mast-

ery of the four funelamental rules of
arithmetic.

LiAiioiihe maintained was thetrue
conelition of success, labor constant
and we'll directed. Hespokeof the in-

cessant improvements, corrections
and finishing touches, through four
Olympiads by which Isoerates had
renelered his leading speech amoelel
of oratory for all succeding years
eif the six years incessant remodel-
ling expeneleel by Gray on his cele-
brated elegy before he rendered it
satisfactory to his own fastielious
taste &v.

He now mentioned the two leael-in- g

obstacles te success, these being
the contempt for routine and detail
cherished by some, the elreael of fail-

ure which oppresses others. De-

mosthenes, Cicero, Clay anel Web-
ster hesaiel all recorded the indefati-
gable labor by which they attained
their excellence ; and even the im
mortal works of Shakespeare were
not the result of momentary in-

spiration, but the increased in
sight into human nature man-
ifested in later works, shows that
his supremacy in literature elue
is to a life long observation of
human character anel motive. New-
ton's favorite expression again in
describing his mental efforts is that
it was all done by "inteneling his
minel."

He then warned his hearers
against mental dissiation, against
weakening the force of the niinel's
efforts by elilfusing them on too wide
a surfae'e and distracting the atten-
tion by directing it to a multiplicity
eif subjects. Coxcextratiox was
the faculty here recommended. At
the same time he did not aelvise
that this rule shoulel be carried out
to the exclusion ofall collateral top-

ics ; the minel ence thoroughly en-

gaged on one elepartnient of thought
will find that all ethers are capable
of throwing light upon it law for
instance is illuminated by the
stuely ef history anel political philos-
ophy, anel medicine by the whole
range ef the physical sciences, anel
both by metaphysics ; he only de-

manded that the leaeling pursuit
shoulel never be lest sight of anel all
else Ik maele subordinate. The
jack of all traeles is master of none,
Son omnia xssunus omnes.

Self-relian- ce was the next quality
enjoineel. This topic w as illustrated
by a passage in the life of Michael
Angelo, how, when he undertook
the decoration of the Sistine chapel,
all the artists in Italy were placed
under his direction how he found

Lost.
A j'ellow shepherd dog, with

mark on breast. Answers to the
name of Jake. The finder will be
suitably rewarded by bringiag him
to Judge Tyler's house.

What St. Louis Physicians SaT.
"Colden's Liebig's Liquid Extract

of Beef and Tonic Invigorator is a
very agreeable article of diet, and
particularly useful when tonics are
required, being tolerateel when other
forms of animal food are rejected.
In diphtheria, typhoid fever and
every depressing elisease, its use will
be attended with success we be-

lieve it to be a most valuable med-icine- ?r

DRS. R. L. J. C. NIDELET,
L. e ll. BOISLINIERE. M. 1).,
WM. jeiHXSTOX, M. IX,
W.O. MOORE, M.D.,
J.H.LESLIE, M. D., '

ii. V. COPP, M. I)..
R. A. VAUGHAN, M. D.

McCauley & Co., Agents.

The Ollrer Chilled Plow.
Fox & Smith, Sole Agents for

Montgomery county, have sold a
large number of these Plows, anel in
every instance they have proven te

be the best Plow in the world.
Farmers would elo well to go and
buy them for their Spring plough-
ing. Prices reduced. This firm
aLso sell the Avery and Clarksville
Steel and Cast Plows and Points.
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Louis Michel is in receipt of a
pure lot of Robertson and Lincoln
County Whiskies. These goods are
of his own selee'tion, and warranted
chemically pure. mchl7tf

Administrator's Notice.
Having qualified as Administrator of 8.

C. Harris, deceased, all persons having
claims against said estate are notified to
freseut tlient within the time preseriled by

they will le forever barred ; and
those indebted to his estate, must come for-
ward and make payment, or they will find
their claims in the hands of an officer.

W. V. HARRIS,
Adm'r of S. C. Harris dee'd.

June 9, lS77-4- w
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Jno. F. Couts & Son,

UNDERTAKERS !

The undersigned have been engaged In
the undertaking business for many years,
and are at present supplied with a large
siock oi

METALIC AND WOOD

CASKETS AND BURIAL CASES

both for adults and children. We have good
teams and good hearses, and are prepared to
aiu-n- ail culls, ootn irom city unu country

THE CLAY CASKET.
This new casket is made of Red t'edar and

is named after Kentucky's great Statesman

Cool and Healthy .
THE PALACE

REFRIGERATOR !

is said to be the best known to the trade. It
KEEPS ICE, keeps cool, and keeps milk
anu butter as it tsiiouia uo in warm weather,
Call and examine them.

JHO. P. COUTS & SON.

May 2, 1877-- tf

General

F. Tavlor. Pres't.: W. W. Gill. Vice- -
Johnson. B. V. Ussery; fc B. Ros, TJ
Lewis, M. 1. Bailey, O. h. Umus, Li.

janO-O-

IKE H. SHELBY.

& SHELBY,

Merchants,

HOUSE,
COMMERCE STS.,

TE1VIV.- -

J. J. CEUSMAN
IS NOW RECEIVING

the social affections by studying the
welfare of the whole race. As each
of these in succession was touched
upon he demonstrated that in every
one the immediate object of pursuit
failed even if obtained, to satify the
aspirations with which the pursuit
was initiated,while,in the presence of
death the test ofall things, all ofthem
faded into nothingness ; so that the
moral and mental faculties develop-
ed in the effort, the formation of the
character and the elevation of hu- -

UUUty.fcliS Siiiirety waTthe'only
object which even in this life did
not turn out a failure. But now fol-

lowed his main point reserved with
sound rhetorical, discretion, that
even this development ifit ended in
death was a failure since just as it
culminated at its zenith point, it
became inoperative and was lost in
nothingness. The inference of course
was immortality. We have given
more than ordinary space to this re-

markable essay because we consider
it a very unusual achievement for a
young man just completing his edu-
cation ; the broad scope of the
thoughts, their logical structure, the
rhetorical vesture in which they
were clothed, the voice, manner and
gesture, all combined to raise this
effort far above the level of ordinary
college exercises let us say, howev-
er, that the treatment of the subject
did not quite remove the impression
produced by the title of the address.
While we readily concur in the con-

clusion that the greatest value ofall
human efforts consists in their reflex
influence on the character, yet we
cannot admit that, where this effort
uponselfis the conscious object ofthe
efforts, the most exalted character is
the result devotion to great works
for the works1 sake, constitutes the
heroic character in perfection, and
produces the most ennobling influ-
ence in the individual character ex-

actly in proportion as its effects in
that direction are least present to the
consciousness of the individual.

We have much less space to spare
for the other essays though every one
of them was highly creditable to its
author.

Mr. C. JI. Chamrerlix : "Xiyht
brings out the stars." The seoie of
this address is best expressed in the
quotation from Seneca near the com-
mencement of it. "He who has
seen nothing of adversity knows but
half of what the world can teach."
It was occupied with the important
uses ofadversity in developing low-
ers which would otherwise remain
latent, and he demonstrated in the

Franklin and Lee, that the struggle
with almost insurmontable difficul-
ties, the bearing up against

and a patient for-

titude under inevitable defeat, were
the stern teachers which invested
these illustrious men with immortal
greatness. The treatment of the
subject was rhetorical rather than
logical, and some of the thoughts
were leautifully expressed ; a less
lavish exiienditure however, of
rhetorical decoration at the com-

mencement of the speech, would
have given we think, greater effect
to it as a whole ; the due economy
of ornament is one of the last
achievements of the accomplished
orator.

Mil. J. W. Grkex: 11 The Xew
South." An acquaintance with re-

cent jiolitical history and a range of
thought as addressed to political
subjects, were manifested in quite
an unusual degree in this effort. The
causes of the stupendous convulsion
which prostrated the South in social
and political ruin twelve years ago,
were analysed with clear and search-
ing insight; some space was then
devoted to a manly sorrow for the
death of so much that had been
great and good and conducive tothe
nation's prosperity, and then the
main subject was entered ujon,
namely, the recent resurrection of
the South; her reviving industry,
the kindling of religious zeal, the
promotion of intellectual discipline
by the many educational institu-
tions now at work, ami especially
by the prevalenev ef that natural
sound sense, which elisdains whin-
ing and weeping over the past, and
girels itse-l- f to manly effort with a
prophet glanee to the future. Judg-
ing by this etFort, Mr. Green is one
of the few young men w hom we
would council tei elirect his thoughts
to Mlitical affairs.

Mr. A. S. Caldwell: "Public
opinion." The speaker elevotenl the
early part of his sieech to an esti-

mate ef the value eif public opinion,
and showenl that it w as to be appre-
ciated aerording to the principle
on which it was based, in other
worels, it was set elown as valuable
er worthless as it was
base el uHn a e'onviction or a
prejialiee. He then pnx'eeekxl to
discuss the iuestien how far public
epinion ought to be a guide and im-pe'lli- ng

power to a man's career in
life, and while he inculcated a ju-

dicious regard for it exereisetl with
discrimination, he also enjoined
gmit care lest inelependence of char-
acter should be sacri ficHl te) it.
Much philosophical thought had
evidently been give'n to the subject,
and the result was clearly ami grace-
fully expressed. In the elelivery we
would offer one counsel to the shak-
er, ami that is tolecentent with the
natural teme ami pitch f his voice
which is good when he allows it to be
heard ; but he generally sjnke in an
assumed tone which sometimes gave
the impression of a painful effort.

On the whole these exercises give
us most hopeful . aetieipations re-

garding the graduating class eif 1S78.

At the , conclusion of these
speeches, the graduating members
of the societies were called up anel
presented with what are calleel
the "Society Diplomas." Theseare
testimonials of their departing with

NEW STOCK,
CONSISTING OF

accurate sirutiiiVf Hw -- ideas !vJ
fore their adoption which depends
upon theprinciple that "incredulity
is the condition of precise knowl-
edge."

They were finally instructetl that
the harvest of knowledge and men-

tal attainment is far from being
yet reaped in full, that every recent
discovery jioints to a boundless un-kuo-

beyond it, that to mention
no other, the great political problem
of the day awaits its solution by
the rising generation, which is the
restoration ofour old system of gov-
ernment if it may be, the construc-
tion of a new one on its ruins if not.

But one sentence embraces the
whole field of human effort,' the
discharge of duty to God, to our-
selves and to our fellow men.

THURSDAY JUNE 7T1T, THE EXER-

CISES OF THE GRADUATING CLASS,

AXD CONFERRING OF DIPLOMAS.

Franklin Hall was filled to over-
flowing by 101 a. m. and the exer-
cises commenced before 11.

Mr. D. D. Atchison: "The eve

ofthe lieformat ion." We have long
known that history was Mr. Atchi-
son's favorite study, and that, for a
student of his age, he was peculiarly
well informed on historical subjects.
His address evinced that he hael not
only read much but reflected to gooel
purpose upon these subjects. His
delineations of characters of the his-

torical personages of the sixteenth
century were forcible and graphic,
and his estimate of the causes, moral
anel political, which led to that
great revolution of opinion of which
he was treating were singularly just
and clear. Without any trick of
rhetorical ornament the language in
which these ideas were expressed,
was appropriate anel well chosen,
and it was delivered with that com-

bination of medesty anel self-possessi-

which is specially attractive in
a young speaker.

Mr. W. Y. Davis: "Poetry."
Mr. Davis defined poetry as the
elteoesf cnnv5ftimsa of tV orml
brought to light in its happiest
niexxl ; he proclaimed it as moving
man to the highest joy of which his
nature is capable except that which
pervades it when it receives the mes
sasre of peace from Heaven. He re
presented that all the fine arts are
subservient to poetry, that Terpan
eler found no use tor the music
which he invented except to give
fire and force to its sweetest strains
and that scuplture was then the most
worthily employed when it embod
ied m the living marble tne con
ceptions of the poet's arts.

In attempting a history of poetry
he placed the inspired song's of the
Hebrew scriptures as the oldest in
this perhaps further research woulel
have shown that he erretl, anel that
Hinoloo anel Persian bniels hael sung
before the harp of David was struug
then the Greek, Latin and. in moel- -

ern times, Dante, Shakespeare, Mil
ton, Goethe anel Schiller.

At-th- e close he appealeel to the
unwritten poetry that exists in ev
ery soul, the ieleal of youth being
prophetic of the future, that of age
an elegiac musing on the past.

Mr. J. ;il. Ferguson: Pregress
and Jteaction. Mr. Ferguson is the
scion of a peculiarly intellectual
family, and this effort of his shows
him no degenerated offspring ofsuch
a.race. 1 lis subject may be saiel to
have been an account of the various
casualties, attendant upon the pro
gress of enlightenment of the hu
man race, and he specially demon
strated the disasters resulting from
two ereat errors : the one was the
bigoted adhesion to established
opinions which is always ready to
resent anel resist all new ideas which
can not be maele to square them
selves with the dogmas establisheel
in former ages; this error he pointed
out as the fruitful source of martyr
doms to religion as well as to
science the second error was the
unwise attempt to force to their
practical conclusions new ieleas for
which the community was not eluly
preparetl, and whicli perhaps had
not yet been stuelieel with sufficient
precision to be as yet reduced to
practice. All this was richly illus-
trated by historical allusions and
constituted on the whole a highly
creditable effort of minel.

Mr. J. T. Plunkett: "Great-
ness." Mr. Plunkett has long been
recognized as the orator of the Uni-

versity. In this his last effort in
Clarksville he was stimulated to un-

wonted effort by the very vigorous
com petition of his juniors, and we
can only give him his due praise by
saying that he surpassed himse-lf- ,

and that implied that he far out
stripped all his competitors he was
victor in a fielel where his competi-
tors were heroes.

The great extent to which these
notices have been carried makes it
impossible to give an analysis of his
admirable address, which was as
well elelivered as it was composed ;

but we were glad to find that he
placed the heroes of self-sacrifi- ce far
above those endeavored to sacrifice
the human race to the elevation of
themselves ; and that, as an eternal
exemplar of the only greatness
which was at once complete and d,

he pointed to Jesus of Na-
zareththe ideal of all heroes and
martyrs. Mr. Plunkett will, we be

success in standing first upon the ex
animation lists.

lie spoke of Truth which .was the
natural object of human intellect;
thought, he said, was as essential to
man's immaterial nature as the
functions of respiration and circu-
lation to the physical structure, and
truth was as needful to it as the air
of heaven is to the lungs. His do-liver- y

of the valedictory was the
most interesting we have ever hearel
His voice, countenance and manner
all evinced a highly sensitive na
ture, and no one who listened to him
could eloubt that all he said came
straight from the heart. His fare
well words addressed respectively
to the hospitable people of Clarks-

ville, to the stuelents he was to leave
behind him, to those whose course
was completed at the same time with
his, and to the College faculty
fell on sympathetic hearts and all
were moved with sentiments of es
teem for the speaker and regret for
his departure.

After the delivery of theeliplomas
to the above gentlemen a few part
insr words were aeldressed to them
by the Rev. J. L. Girardeau.

He saiel that he knew of but two
Qualifications he possessed for his
duty those of sympathy with
youth and the experience of ad
vanced life. Not to multiply worels
he desireel to impress upon them one
counsel only : to seek and shake
hands with truth wherever they
might meet it. In the eager pursuit

u.vr itii c4.ua tne complete free-
dom with which that pursuit is
prosecuted, he remarked that men
frequently founel themselves face to
face with other seekers, both parties
being convinced that they were
contending for the truth ; he be
lieved that, in me)st such cases, berth
possessed some fraction of the truth,
and that truth was likely to be the
most valuable to each which he
could elerive from the teaching of
his antagonist.

FEMALE ACADEMY.

Commencement Exercises.

commencement sermon.
It is much to be regretted that the

commencement sermons for both of
our acaelemic institutions were de-

livered on the same day at the same
time, for our people are so eagerly
interested in everything connected
with our schools that hundreds
would gladly have hearel berth. This
was our case, we concluded to hear
Dr. Girardeau from the simple fact
that we had before had the priv
ilege of hearing Dr. Leftwich and
never hael and never might have the
opportunity of listening to the
other preacher. At the same time
we were conscious of sustaining a
great loss. By the intervention of
a frienel however, we are able to
give the general scope ofthe sermon
in which the commencement exer
cises ofthe Academy were inaugur
ated by the Rev. W. M. Leftwich.

The beautiful episode in the
Saviemr's ministry which concerned
his sojourn with the household of
Lazarus, was the subject of his elis- -

course, with a special reterence tej

the character of the two sisters Mar-
tha anel Mary. Both of these char
acters were helel up as types of
Christian excellence in woman, and,
while both were elescribed with ap
preciative delicacy of thought, the
preacher demonstrated (and this was
his main point) wherein it was that
Mary's choice was that of the better
part. Our failure to hear this in the
language of the preacher himself,
compels us to limit ourselves to the
one specification, that while Mar
tha was oe'eupied in thinking what
she couhl do for the Saviour, Mary
was absorbed in the question, what
she needed that the Saviour should
do for her the true question for the
Christian in all ages. Knowing as
we do the felicitous manner in
which Dr. Leftwich is able to illus-

trate such a train of thought as this,
we can well imagine how appropri- -

and touching a theme it became in
his hands, on which to diiate be-

fore a class of intelligent and gentle
hearted young females, just ready
to enter upon the practical realities
of life, and can only add that we
trust they will profit by a privelege
which we would so gladly have
shared with them.

LAILA.

The beautiful little operetta of
Laila, was the first of the public
exercises at the Academy this week.
It is a simple story simply told, and
admirably adapted to the dawning
talents of the youthful artists by
whom it was presented.

A company of gleesome girls go
to the woods for holiday ramble
and picnic ; they are accosted by
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